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- - THE PHILOSOHPY

OF MORMONISM

H A Timely Discourse Delivered

H by Apostle Orson F. Whitney

H At the Cache Stake Quarter- -

H ly Conference, Sunday, Feb- -

M . ruary 4th, 1912, at 2 P. M.
BBJ
BBbJ y,: Continued from pngu 1

fl it is iiulto another thing for men to
BBJ theorize, mid to dogmatize, and to .

BBl vent, or to create doctrines, ns they
H" I'livo created deities, and nBk men lo

BBJ how down mid worship them, and toBH accept them as dlvlno truth. Religion
B has never Buffered from the triumphs
B j (,f science, hut dogmatism has; false

BBj doctrines have suffered; the man
M mndo creeds havo suffered, hut re
B IIrIoii etornnl truth, eternal know- -

BH ledge, remain as It always was, and
M that Ih tlio rock upon which the El- -

BW "era oi Israel must always plant theirBH feet. The Hook of Mormon tells a

B I" thn teachings or tlio I'rojilict Alma,
BBJ Alma teaches that God sends unto
BBJ every nation, or rnlses up In every
BBJ nation men of their own typo to teach
BBJ them that measures of truth that it
BBj Is Ills will they should 'receive. Alma
BBJ breaks forth in a rhapsody a innan- -

BH tatlon, you might say saying, '1
BBj would that I had the tonguu of an
BBJ angel, that I might declare to all men
BH tho truth that Clod has delivered unto
BBJ me, that so satisfies my soul." ll.it
BBJ he Bays, "I nm only a man; I am not
BH an angel." And this Is tho wish, the
BBJ thought or a man's heart, the wish to

BBJ make all men sco what he saw, and
BBJ glvo to them the name testimony that
BBJ ho has concerning the fullness of oler- -

BH nal truth. Hut ho says, "that Is tho
B wish or a man, ror God has shown

BBJ mo that lie raises up unto ovcry na
BBJ tlon good and wlso teachers to dellv
BBJ er unto them that messago of truth
BBJ that they aro prepared to receive. I

M thought while President Smith was
BBJ speaking this morning of an utteranceBH by that great philosopher whom I

BBJ have already named Kmcrson. The
BBB President wns showing us the path

BJ that wo must walk In, we, who havo
BBj lioen enlightened by the fullness of the
BBj Gospel. Ho was building the platfonn
BH for us to stand upon to teach the
BBj principles or eternal truth. He was
BH not condemning science nor phlloao
BBfl iihy, nor anything that Is true, and

B wise, and beautiful, lie wns simply
BBj wnrnlg us against tho forma ami thoBH miBts and tho vagaries of men, false
BBj ly called science, falsely called phllos- -

BBJ ophy and he warned us against thoso
BBJ things and showed us the rock upon
BH which we are expected to stand, and
BBJ I thought of nn utterance of that
BBj great American Philosopher, Itnlph

V n ldo KmersonBBj -- boiiio think him a
BBj cold teacher, and ho Is. Ho Is as cold
BBJ as nn Iceberg, hut an Iceberg Is a great
BBJ big thing. I am told that an Icrbprg
BBj flouting on the surraco of tho oef in,
BBJ thout'h It he as high as a mountainBH abovo tho level or the waters, o.tlj
BBJ shows a small part or Itself under- -

BBJ rtath tho wnves, a rar greater mass
BBJ bt that Iceberg is to be round than theBH puil that Is merely above. An Iceberg

M ':" o a great big thing. And 'hisBH man Kmerson was u grent big man,
BBJ nr.tl n great thinker, In spltu or his

H , coldness. Km.crson said, "what I must
H do i what most concerns ine; not
M what men think." 1 consider that a
M Wat saying. And 1 havo round In tho

BBJ writings or Kmcrson, In tho writings
BBJ or Carlylo and or Burns, and or Ten- -

BBJ nyson and or Shakespeare, and or
H great writers and teachers, something

BBJ that confirms tho truth, as 1 received
BBJ ft1 originally. Hut mind you, 1 do not
BBJ go wondering nrtor theso things be- -

BBJ cnuso I have any doubt of tho truth
BBJ that I already have, but I love to rind

BBJ In tho teachings "of great men and
BBJ great women tho truth that agrees
BBJ with tho truth taught by the Prophet
BBJ Joseph Smith, because It gives mo

BBJ u power to approach men In the out- -

BBJ sldo world who reverence that poet,

BBJ or that philosopher, or that scientist,
BBJ and who would not receive a blunt,
BBJ direct message from me, testifying
BBJ that Joseph Smith is a Prophet ot
BH (iod. Hut If I can point out to them, in
BB7 tho writings of tho men thoy revere,
BH tho men they respect and whom they
BB have learned to lovo and to follow, It
BB I can point them to tho fact that their
BBm own poets, their own philosophers tie
BMV teaching Mormonlsm, teaching what
B' Joseph Smith taught, I think 1 have

HBf just that much more loverage and ad- -

HBw vantngo and can havo a better chanco
HBV ot securing their attention, at least,
BBS while I preach to them tho gospel.

BB' For many years 1 havo taken a
BH dollght In reading tho best of books,

BPi for tho Lord tells this people through
Bfl, . Joseph Smith to becomo learned, to

HjjS seek learning out of tho best of

H' books, sck learning by study and
BBV, also by faith. In ovcry good book
BBi that I read I can find Mormonlsm; I

BBh' can find something In It that agrees
B B, with what I already have. I think I

Lj AwAwB reft(1 Bomowbcre (bat Paul, the

Apostle, used his knowledgo of tho
writings of the Oreck poels and the
Homun philosophers to help him In
preaching tho Gospel or the herd
Jesus Christ .It was notUiecauso Paul
doubted tho gospel; he wus but seek-
ing confirmation or It from gentile
sources, tor his messngo wns to the
gentiles and he had to catch them In
any way that he could, being crafty,
as It were, or not one without gtillo;
lo muho the most of things to nil
men. That does not mean that ho
was n hypocrite; that docs not mean
that ho pretended to bo somethliif
that he was not. When he said, "i

reared a Phailsee, and It because ol
my hope or the resurrection thut 1

am culled In question." Ho had a
ho had an Interest with them,

tlccnuse the Pharisees and the whole
sect of the Pharisees flocked around
him and defended him, because he
was standing up for something in

which thoy believed. Thoy bellovcd
In tho resurrection; not ns Paul be-

llovcd II. Ilo was Just wlso enough and
crafty enough If you ehooso to call
It so to turn his knowledge to good
advantage. He could clto their own

and thn leadlines or men
who had taught them, lo show them
that tho message which he brought
was reasonable.
Hut what folly for a man, after re-

ceiving the Gospel or Jesus Christ,
the fullness of truth, to go wander-
ing after this "Ism" and that "ology"
In direct conflict with whnt ho al-

ready has In seeking confirmation
from outsldo sources, of that which
ho ought to havo received by the tes-
timony of tho Holy Ghost. No Latter-da- y

Saint, no servant of God, would
hope to take such n position and be
successful. No. Wo stand upon tho
rock or eternal truth, ami It Is to God

that wo nre Indebted for our testi-
mony and our knowledge that theso
things nre true. Hut If to savo tho
souls of men wo can use tbclr sci-

ences, their philosophy and prove to
them that our messago has been pre-
pared by those very things, It strikes
mo that wo ought to uso ovcry ndvan
(age that we can to gain ground, nnd
to gain tho expressions ot men In
presenting to them the Gospel of sal-

vation tho onethlng that will save
tlielr souls. What makes Joseph Smith
so Important a chnracter In tho midst
of lllllllnn ktml? It ta nnt linrntia lin

was the greatest orator that over
lived; It Is not because ho was the
greatest poet that over wrote; It Is
not because ho wns a learned man,
learned In tho wisdom or tho world.
No. It Is because ho. had a, message
from God and he told It as Peter did
In days of old. Who was this unlet-
tered fisherman, who could stand tip
null tell men what to do? Why, ho
was no orator; ho was no poet; ho
was no philosopher; ho wns no pain-
ter; ho was no musician, o was an
npostlo of tho Lord Jesus nnd bo

the message that God gave
him to glvo to the people. That Is

what nindo hlin tho important charac-
ter of his time, mora Important than
nny other man of his generntloi), h

Smith is mora Important to
this ngfi thai? nny other man who tins
over been upon tho' earth since the
days or tho Son or God, for tho sim-
ple reason that ho could tell men
whnt to do In order to bo saved. Tho
world was full or ioets; tho world
was full of philosophers; tho world
was roll or scientists, and musicians
and singers on that day of Pentecost
when Peter stood up nnd preached tho
first gospel sermon or tho meridian
dispensation, Hut what poet could
tell the people what to do to bo saved?
What could Demosthenes, Herod or
Cicero do whon tho peoplo cried out
"men and brethren, what shall wo do;
joii crucified the Hon of God, nnd He
has risen up on high, nnd has be-

come tho author or salvation." Prick-
ed In their hearts thoy cried out,
"men and brethren, what shall wo
do?" Now, tho man who could answer
thnt question was tho great man or
that time, ho wns tho most Important
of thnt ago; not tho man who had tho
greatest command or rhetoric; not
the greatest magician; not tho great-
est poet, or philosopher, yet nil theso
men have their mission, subordinate
missions to tench men a mcasuro of
the truth- - but not on, not oven
Caesar upon his throne, could toll tho
people what thoy must do to bo sav-
ed. Hut Pote could toll them. Whnt
did he tell them? Ho told them Just
whnt President Smith told us this
mornlg. "Itcpont, repent of your sins
and ho baptized for tho remission ot
your sins, nnd yo shall receivo tho
gift or tho Holy ahost, and that will
tell you what to do." Tho spirit In
mail enlightened by tho Inspiration
rrom on high. That was what Pctor
promised to the multltudo on tho day
of Pentecost. It Ib written that three
thousand peoplo believed him nnd
worn ndded to tho fold of Christ on
that day. In thoso days a prophet has
arisen QuallNed to leach irs tho full-nes- s

of eternal truth. Thoy can call
him nicknames; they can rldlculo
Joseph Smith; thoy can spurn his
teachings, and call them unphlloso-phlcn- l;

but he Is tho only man that
has risen In two thousand ynara qual
Ifled to tell men what thoy must do

to be saved and bo Is tho most Im-

portant man of this generation.
Ilend tho writings of Italph Wnldo

Kmcrson; they nro beautiful. Many a
noble truth he proclaims In them.

IJut In rending his philosophy you will

search In vain for any pointed Instruc
tlon, nny direct messngo telling you

what to do In order to hnrmonlzo
yoursalf with God. Take tho poet
Tennyson, or oven Shakespeare, nnd
what can they tell you or tho world
to come? What can thoy tell you of

tho llfo that went beroro this lire7
; What can they tell you or tho pur--i

pose for which man was placed hero
' upon the earth? They can phlloso

phlze on It; they can guess It Is for

this purposo nnd for thnt purpose;
they can cxprcsso the hope that nil
will bo well ultimately. Joseph Smith
could tell you Just what you want to
know. Hut some men cannot receivo
a messngo so blunt nnd so direct. God

I believe, sends poets nnd philoso-

phers Into the world to teach men tho
measure of truth which they nro
willing to receive, and, whon It Is the
ttiitli. nil Is well. Hut when any so
called science; any d philoso-

phy, seeks to undermine nnd tear
down tho eternnl truth, belittle tho
temple of truth, beware of such nnd
turn away from them. If they cannot
tench you, they will bewilder nnd mys
tlfy you. They nro only creators,

lending you Into
the marshes or despair nnd destruc-
tion. Hut when you find any philos-
ophy or nny sclcnco which harmon-
izes with tho revelations of God, you
can uso that as n lover, as a means
of moving tho hearts of men, In
spreading tho truth, In filling tho
souls of men, who would not receive
a principle, which Is a direct nnd
blunt message. Only n little handful
or people, It appears, were capablo
out or many millions of receiving tho
fullness or the gospel. They recogniz-
ed the volco of the Good Shepherd. It
Is a well known fact that there were
men and women In groups, in congre-
gations, wniting In various parts of
tho world when Joseph Smith camo
forth nnd proclaimed the restoration
of tho everlasting gospel. Theso men
nnd women were waiting for It; thoy
had been prepared for It with great
visions nnd by Impressions that tho
truth was coming hack again. You
could not make Methodists of them.
nor baptists, nor presbyterlans, noi
Catholics, nor oven Infidels of them
They thought that something grentei
wns coming, and It came, and it found
thorn prepared to receive it, and the
received It gladly. When HebcrC.KIm
half, Orson Hydo' and Wlllard Hlch
ards went to Knglnnd In 1837, whole
villages followed them mid were
swept Into tho fold, because God had
prepared tho way for theso men by
tho Impression of his Holy Ghost.Thov
received tho message that God had
raised up a prophet. It was not too
blunt nor to direct Tor them; It wns
Just whnt they wero waiting ror. It
was tho voice or tho Good Shepherd.
It was something thoy had known be-

fore. Did you ever know n sheep to rec-
ognize tho volco of Its shepherd un-

less It hnd heard It before? To state
tho question Is to answer It. Thoso
peoplo know nil about faith, repent-
ance, baptism and tho Holy Ghost.
Merely to transfer them from Immor-
tal to mortnl beings nnd givo them a
body of clay, oven thnt could not en-

tirely dim their recollection of tho
eternal past. They received, as Cor-nllu- s

recolved, In advance, It would
Bcem, tho Holy Spirit, with Christ's
promlso thnt It will bring' things past
to remembrance, and show us things
to come, nnd they wero prepared be-

fore hand, nnd when tho volco or tho
shepherd sounded in their cars, per-
haps through some boy stnnd'.ng up-

on a barrel on the street corner, per-
haps through somo poor man In home-
spun or buckskin In tho thorough-
fares of Liverpool, or at Glasgow, !n
doors or out of doors, by the rondsldo
ci In tho populous street', that lea-ep- h

Smith was a Prophet of God and
that tho ovoiiaKtliii; gospol had been
restored. Somo or ihojj men ind io-nu- n

halted to llste.1, though tho great
multltudo swept by ueodlessl. Home
o' them listened, and they -- aid, "that
bov Is telling thi truth," and It
brought tears to their oyes, aud tlity
loeopnlzed him as u'i old time frlond;
they recognized tho old time truth,
Eomothlng that thoy haJ known be-- '
fore, thoy hnd heard tho voice of Ihe
Bhupfcurd berore. Th.it is why they
ivtognlzod him again
Science and philosophy, soculled, has
been trying to account for trying to
get around tho Son or God, trying to
go: around Josopi Smith, treating
them as obstacles In tho way or pro-
gress , Instead of boinj llihtB or tor-ch- e

along the path or progress. Somo
say about this Jesus, "we aro willing
to rtcelvo him, but not ii3 the Son of
God. Wo aro willing to Hvo by his no-bi- o

and sublime teachings: but do
not ask us to boltov.i tn.v ho raised
from tlio dead; do not n.ik us to be-

lieve thnt ho wnllto-- i upon tho water;
do not ask us to hollo v-- j that he turn-
ed water Into wine. No. Wo reject all
that as supernatural, j mythical, un-

natural. And, wo aro not going to the
other oxtromo either, nnd bellev$ that

camo up from the lower origins
Iiiiuu animal creation. We nre reject-

ing nnnaturallsm and
Hut wo will tako the middle

ground nnd believe that ho was a
good, wlso tencner, tho wisest nnd
tho best that tho world hns over
known, nnd by his ethical or morn)
teachings wo will live " oomc as!, us
to do that, but what Is the ground
thnt they want us to stand upon. Why
do they nsk us to throw away tlio mi-

racles of Christ and innnlfostutlona
of dlvlno power? Why, they say noth
ing oi (lint Kind is nnppening now ami
therefore It could never iiappen.
When I was a missionary for tho first
time, things hnppcncd to me that
nover havo hnppcncd since. Can )ou
make mo bcllovo thoy nover did Imp-pen- ?

No, not whllo tho world stands.
They do not need to happen now. Clr
cumstnnccs have changed. They wo
hnppeulng to others, I havo no doubt,
Just as they happened to me. They
would happen to mo again In llko
conditions. Hut shall I deny that thoy
over hnppcuod to mo simply becnuso
they are not a mntter of every day oc-

currence? Uecnuso I nover saw the
Father nnd tho Son , shall I reject
whnt Joseph Smith declared thnt ho
snw? In my simplicity when a boy I

once thought that It would be n big
favor to look upon tho face of God,
ns Joseph Smith did. I thought that
our Father In Heaven would bo show-
ing pnrtlnllty If ho did not appenr lo
mo, Just ao ho nppenred to Joseph,
hut I learned to put away thoso chil-
dish things In relation to that matter.
I havo learned that thero Is a spirit
that distributes tho gifts of God as
ho wills, and to one of us give the
gift ot healing; to another, the gift,of
prophecy; to another, tho gift of see-
ing visions; to nnother, the gift or
speaking In tongues; but theso gifts
'come from God to us as God wills.
Whllo I bellove that tho Lord could
speak to rao and has Bpokcn to mo
and has shown Tiio the truth and has
given mo a testimony that this Is his
work, he docs not glvo It to me In
tho same waj that ho gave It to h

Smith, neither do I expect him
to do so. It took tho eyes of a seer
to seo what Joseph Smith saw. Ho
had to bo specially prepared for that
mission. In one of tho books which I

read tho author says that Italph Wal-
do Emerson was a seer. Why. ho

- know better. I was not deceived by
, that statement. It simply showed me.

that tho learned writer has lost the
I meaning of the word seer. A man Is

not n seer because ho thinks a big
. thought; because ho conceives a iu-- .

bllino Imnge. A man Is a seer whon
ho sees. What Is Joseph Smith's tes-- i

tlmony? Ho says, "I saw two glorious
beings In the form of a man and they
spoke to mo." That is tho greatest
part of that revelation, of tho first
vision to Joseph Smith, nnd not In tho
nnswer to his questions, "which of all
the churches Bhall I Join?" and he was
told to Join nono or them. Hut whnt
ho saw wns greater than whnt Uo

heard, for whnt ho saw was restored
after ages or absence, th4 lost know-
ledge of tho truo nnd the living God.
Tho world wns worshipping a god
thnt had no semblanco whatever to
tho Jod of the bible, because Moses
said that God created man In his own
Image, and to Phillip, "ho that hath
seen mo hath seen tho father," tho
God of Paul who declared "that the
Son of God wus the express Image
nnd likeness of his father's person."
Tho world wns worshipping n God
without body, parts or passions, a
universal essenco of spirit prevailing
In nil space, yet at any time a diet
that anybody could comprehend.
When you enquired about It thoy said,
It Is Incomprehensible a mystery. i

Joseph Smith shattered it In tho
very rirst vision that ho behold, lie )
suw two beings In tho form or man.
That was tho restoration or the lost J
knowledge or God, and ho took a man (
llko unto Moses to bring It back. Wo i
do not half appreciate Joseph Smith; t
wo do not begin to know what It J
means to bo a prophet, a seer, and a 1

revelator. He aaw these things. Jo- - J
soph snys "thoy may cast out my I
namo us evil; tuoy may take my life, i
but I know that 1 had seen a vision; I
and I know that God knew It, and I
could not deny It." He never did deny J
it ,and ho died rather than deny that l
ho saw tho Father and tho Son. 1 had
this truth coma homo to rao, not In
my own experience but In the cxporl- - i
once ot my family In tho Church of t
Josur Chris tof Latter-da- y Saldts
when tho Church was six months old. i
Oliver Cowdery, Parley P. Pntt and I
two others wero sent upon a mission
to thq Lamanltcs, to tho western part
of tho state of Missouri, then on tho i
border of tho nation. Thoy stopped at 1

Klrtland, Ohio, which was then almost J
a wilderness, nnd thoy preached tho 1

gospel to tho settlers there and gath- - J
erod Into tho fold quite u number, 1
among them my grand father and my i
grand mother, Newel K. Whitney, Ell- - j
abeth Anno Whitney, Edward I'urt- - j
ridge, Frederick 0, WJllianiR and oth- -

ers. Thoso Lnttcr-da- y Saints, after
theso elders bad passed on, began
praying lor tho coming of the Prophet J

to the church at Klrtland. Ono day In j
Fobruory n shay dro through tho 1

streets of Klrtland nnd stopped In

front of tho store of Gilbert and Whit-
ney. A young man sprang out and en-

tered the store and no walked right
up to the Junior partner and extend-
ed his hand, and said "Newel K. Whit-
ney, thou nrt tho man." Grandfnthci
gazed upon him 'In wonder. Ho said,
"You have got tho best of me; you
have got tho advantage of mo; 1

could not namo you, as you have me."
Tho Htrangcr snld, "1 am Joseph tho
Pre phot. You prayed mo hero, now
what do you wnnt ot me?" What was
tlio explanation of It? Why did Jo-

seph Smith know Newel K. Whitney
upon whom his natural eyes had nover
gazed? Why could he say, "thou nrt
the man, you have prayed me here,
now what do you want of mo?" It'wnB
because ho had seen him praying,
hundreds of miles away, kneeling
down by his bedside, and so distinctly
did ho seo him that ho know him. He
did not Imagine It, any mora thnn ho
Imagined that ho saw tho. Father and
tho Son 1 nin told that Joseph Smith
could sit In his father's cottage when
engaged In transiting the Hook of
Mormon from tho golden plates, and
they could bo Bccreted mnnv rods
away In tho floor of n barn, and ho
could road those plates and declare
what ho saw on them, without the nld
of the seer stone, which ho used In
tho beginning of his ministry, doubt-
less ns an aid In concentrating his
mind. I could relate his prophecies and
their fulfillment; his revelations and
their grandeur nnd their glory, but
you are Just as familiar with thoxo

thlngB ns I nm. It Is his dispensation
of tho fullness of times. As a proph-
et, seer and revelator ho camo forth
and stands nt the head of this dlspcn.
sntlon, Ho restored tho everlasting
gcopel preparatory to tho coming of
tho Kingdom of God on enrth and the
coming of the Son of God to reign
over that Kingdom. And that Is our
messngo to tho world; that Is the rock
upon which we must stand In pro
claiming that message, to the world,
to all men, Including tho poets, tho
philosophers and tho scientist, fot the
gospel Is for all, for the high and the
low, tho rich and the poor, and It
should he our study and our effort
my brethren and sisters, not to Btlr
up antngonlsm between classes, but to
help to Inaugurate that reign of peace
of which tho prophets and the poets
havo spoken, that reign of purity nnd
peaco and good will, when all will
bo attuned with righteousness, when
every man will meet every other man
as a friend, nnd every other man will
meet a brother nnd a friend. May God
Epecd the day. Amen.

"Suffered day and night tho
Itching piles. Nothing hclpod

me until I used Doan's Ointment. It
cured me permanently." Hon John
It. Gnrrctt. Mayor, Glrard, Aln.

FOR SAuTfOR SALE.
Italnbow Trout Fry Prices and de-

livery guaranteed. Writ? G. V. John-
son, Murray, Utah.

"SS Mitiufiff "' v.V. I

M 1& f 1 .1 i Mmaaami looks on the outside

are only surface looks looks on 1
the inside service looks. Jg

While every stove or range bearing the
"Buck's" Trade -- Mark will more than satisfy w
both inside and outside looks, the better material

used in their construction and the manner of
construction will prove their service worth to
yoif, and service is what you want in a stove or

range for looks is really a secondary eon-- ,

sidcration.

'Buck's" look good andtthcy last a lifetime.

IB STEVENS IMPLEMENT CO.

Utan and Idaho.

1 Spande Furniture Co. I

I Removal Announcement

On Feb. 1st we moved in our beau- -

i
tiful three story brick building recently 1

purchased from the Consolidated Wagon j
i arid Machine Co, In our new home we t j

will occupy all three stories and basement i

I and will have about twice the amount ! j

of floor space that we had in our old j
( quarters. This will mean more room to 9i- -

display our goods. A larger, stock, bet-- I
i ter service and more satisfied customers, I if

We are going to make good in our new 1
! home. We want your help and we are I I

going to deserve it. I E

j Spande Furniture Co. j 1


